Attendance

The Pickens County School System works diligently to ensure all students have the opportunity to get the best
education possible by graduating and becoming productive citizens. Our goal in the Student Services
Department is to ensure that every student attends school regularly as student absences result in lack of
instructional time which contributes to gaps in learning. If you have any questions about school attendance,
please contact the Student Services Department at 706 253-1700:


Shelley Cantrell, Attendance Officer



Whitney Carnes, School Social Worker



Melanie Gibson, Administrative Assistant

Attendance Questions & Answers
Q.

How many unexcused days can my child miss each school year?

A:

The Pickens County Local Ordinance allows a child to miss 5 unexcused days. State law allows
a student to miss 10 unexcused days.

Q:

What happens once my child has missed 5 unexcused days?

A:

A referral is made to the School Social Worker and/or Attendance Officer. The Student
Services Department will contact parents to schedule a meeting.

Q:

If my child is out sick for a few days, how many days do they have to turn in a medical
note to the school?

A:

Board Policy allows a student 5 school days to bring a note once they return after an illness.

Q:

What happens once a child misses 6 unexcused days?

A:

If parents have already met with the School Social Worker or Attendance Officer, the parent will
be issued a ticket for truancy by one of our county resource officers and will be required to
attend Magistrate Court.

Q:

What can happen to parents at Magistrate Court?

A:

Parents may admit or deny the truancy charges (these are not criminal charges and do not
appear on record). If parents admit to charges, then they are placed on 180 days of probation
and must pay a probation set up fee. The judge may sentence parents to fines, community
service, and/or jail time, which is all suspended if the child does not have any more unexcused
absences. Parents may also deny charges and request a bench trial.

Q:

What happens at 10 unexcused days?

A:

At 10 unexcused days the parent and student (middle and high school level) must appear in
Juvenile Court. In Juvenile Court the Judge closely monitors a student’s attendance, grades,
and discipline. During this time a student monthly review is initiated. This review will continue
until improvements are made with attendance. The Judge may order counseling for the student
and family, community service, tutoring, and in some cases a student may be placed on
probation with the Department of Juvenile Justice. Referrals may be made to the Department of
Family and Children Services.
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Q:

What is the purpose of the court and my child attending school every day?

A:

Statistics show that truancy or unexcused absences from school has been linked to serious
delinquent activity in youth and to significant negative behavior and characteristics in adults.
The purpose of the court is not to punish parents or students but to offer support and resources
in improving attendance for all students.

Key Things to Remember:


Write a note if your child is sick. All excuses must be provided to the school within 5 days of your child’s
absence. Write a note if your family has an emergency or death in the family.



Keep the school informed if your child is going to be out for several consecutive days and send a note
referencing the reason.



Remind your child to turn notes in to the school and to check with the school employee in charge to
verify the notes have been received.



If you email your child’s teacher about an absence, please send a note once the student returns to
school (teachers are not responsible for printing emails to turn in to the front of fice).



You may have medical/dental notes faxed to your child’s school.



If you check your child out early for a medical appointment, you must provide a medical excuse once
your child returns to school the next day.



If your child remains in school for half the school day, he/she will be counted present for the day.



If you have a change of address or phone number, please notify the school immediately.
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